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inebriating quality, and might be afforded at an easy rate,
and consequently generally purchased.

This discovery, my lords, gave rise to the new trade of
distilling, which has been now for many years carried on
in this nation, and of the progress of which, since the
duties were laid upon its produce, an exact account may
be easily obtained, which I thought so necessary in our
deliberations on this bill, that I have procured it to be
drawn out.

From this account, my lords, it will be discovered, what
cannot be related without the utmost grief, that there has
prevailed, for many years, a kind of contagious infatuation
among the common people, by which they have been in-
cited to poison themselves and their children with distilled
spirits ; they have forsaken those liquors which in former
times enlivened their conversation and exalted their mer-
riment, and, instead of ale and beer, rioted of late in dis-
tilled spirits.

The amazing increase of the consumption of spirits for
the last ten years, is a proof too evident of the prevalence
of this destructive species of drunkenness; and I shall,
therefore, without troubling your lordships with earlier ac-
counts, only mention in round numbers, the vast quantities
for which the duty has beeu paid for a few years in that
period. In the year 1733, the number of gallons distilled
was three millions and nine hundred thousand, which in
1735 was increased to five millions and three hundred
thousand; soon afterwards the law was made which we
are now persuaded to repeal, by the execution of which,
however feeble and irresolute, the number was reduced in
the first year afterwards to three millions, and might, per-
haps, by steady perseverance have been every year les-
sened; but in a short time the people prevailed in the
contest with the legislators, they intimidated information,
and wearied prosecution; and were at length allowed to
indulge themselves in the enjoyment of their favourite
vice without any farther molestation.

The effects of this indulgence, my lords, have been very
remarkable; nor can it be denied, that the government